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criticisms did not prevent Fox from supporting Pitt's motion
for leave to bring in the Bill, but leave was refused by 248 to
174 votes. Pitt abandoned the cause, and the next time he
spoke on the subject it was as the avowed enemy of Parlia-
mentary Reform.
It is clear from Pitt's later speeches and it is expressly
stated by one of his biographers, that he did not attach to
Parliamentary Reform, after he had introduced his beneficent
changes in regard to public loans, the importance he had
attached to it in 1783 and 1784. The French Revolution made
him a strenuous opponent of that reform, but long before
that event his sentiments on the subject had become luke-
warm and spiritless. The reason is apparent because it is
part of his whole political temperament, his undivided allegi-
ance to the plan of the British constitution as a perfect
machine for governing a country easily and without disturb-
ance. In 1783 and 1784 he saw the constitution hampered
and vitiated by certain specific evils, and his remedy for
those evils was the strengthening of the influences that
checked public corruption and waste, and the gradual elimina-
tion of some of the elements of mischief. It was in the form
of this healing measure that he first welcomed the idea of
Parliamentary Reform. In 1783,1784, and 1785 some of the
abuses which he hoped to correct by means of Parliamentary
Reform had disappeared, partly in consequence of the
reforms of Rockingham's Ministry, partly in consequence
of his own. He was now Prime Minister himself, governing
without the instruments of bribery that were once the stock-
in-trade of a Parliamentary leader, and he found himself
able to carry at least some of the great financial reforms with
which he was preoccupied. The popular discontent which
had shown itself during the last years of the American War
and the first years of Pitt's career had been charmed into a
sanguine silence. The anarchy and confusion of those days
had gone, and Pitt found that by means of his own qualities
as Minister and his own reforms as an economist, he had
restored to the working of the constitution the sap and